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3ov. Eonald Reagen’s administra-
ton hes teken a stand uneither for nor
agsinat the controversizl $500 million
Hast Bide Canal - while hsting 10
cotcerns wnose reconciliation will de-
ferininie its support or opposition.

The sdministration’s concern was
voiczd by Nerman B, Livermors Jr,,
Resources Agency secretary, in a com-
munication to US Interior Secretary
Walter J. Hickel.

Frimsrily, Livermore says the ad-
minjziration has grave doubts zbout

ihe ability of the section of the fed-
erzl Cettiral Valleys Project to divert
; i ; ;
L

nine other major reservations Califor-
mz has concerning the big project.

To Seek Clarification

A1 Livermore warned “if the . . .
5 L satisfied . .. ths

state intends {o request clarification
prior to authorization and will testify
at the authorization hearings (in Con-
gress) {o Insist that they be satis-
fied.”

Chief among the concerns is
whether the Sacraments-San Joaguin
stream system can provide encugh
water for the East Side Project with-
out damaging the lower Awmerican
River and the ecology of the Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin Delta and San
Francisco Bay.

“It must be demonstrated to our
satisfaction that there is sufficient
water available in the Sacramen-
tn-San Joaguin stream system (in-
cluding presently authorized storage
projecis} to provide the L5 million
acre feet necessary for phass 1 of the
project.. .. .

Additional Releases
“Particuiar

given fo providing additicnal rejeases
(of water) in the American River . . .

attention should be
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inistration Puts 10 Conditions To Su 'paﬁ’éﬁ

of water through the Folsom South

“We continue to be concerned
ahout insufficient assurances for envi-
ronmental protection and enhance-
ment in areas on which the project
will have an impact, particularly with
respect to the Sacramento-San Joa-

quin Delta and the Suisun Marshes.”

Livermore offers a reminder that
the California Water Resources Con-
trol Board currently is holding hear-
ings with respect to releases of water
to meet needs of the delta.

Livermore noted there is provision
for additional future use of water in
Northern California by allowing up-
stream withdrawals and establishing

‘procedures and funds for providing
~wsler to replace such withdrawals.

And he told Hickel “similar provi-
sion should be included in the East
Side Project plan.”

Ca rriéé-Weighf

Livermore's letter to Hickel is ex-

- pected to carty considerable weight
' in the Congress. Presently plans call
- for diversion of 1.5 million acre feet

Canal, now heing bhuilt, to benefit
farmers and municipal and industrial
users in nine counties along the East

Side of the Sacramento and San. Joa- :

quin Valleys.

Legislators fron: the countles of the
project area had sought the state’s
standing on if. Three counties, Sacra-
mento, San Joaquin and Contra Costa,

have come out in opposition to it. -
They all have lands which would be

affected,
In addition to his doubts concern-
ing whether there is enough water for

the vast federa! project with still. .
enough to protect the ecology of the -
rivers, delta and bhay, Livermore also
is concerned about drainage and fl--"--

nancing of the project.

Notes Provision

He notes Stewart L. Udall, former_,'- .
interior secretary, had originally indi- "

cated the Fast Side Project would not

be approved unless the state provided -
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