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WASHINGTON - President Trump’s signature on the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 is 
the culmination of four years of the Trump Administration’s commitment to improve the reliability 
of water delivery for the American West by investing in infrastructure. Over the past four years, 
the Bureau of Reclamation has implemented provisions of the Water Infrastructure 
Improvements for the Nation Act to modernize existing water infrastructure, enhance storage 
capacity and protect species and habitats in the western United States. For fiscal years 2017-



2020, Congress supported over $300 million for study and construction of storage projects 
requested by the Trump Administration. 

“President Trump has taken numerous actions to support increased, reliable water deliveries to 
Americans in need throughout the West, and in collaboration with our partners, we have 
executed on these directives with dispatch, supporting farmers and water users and 
strengthening rural communities,” said Secretary of the Interior David L. Bernhardt. 

“President Trump directed Reclamation to focus on water infrastructure in the western United 
States, and we have done just that,” said Commissioner Brenda Burman. “This is the most 
significant investment in new water storage infrastructure in decades. We are very proud to 
have delivered on our promise to make water deliveries more reliable for farms, families, 
communities and the environment.” 

This comes after an already long list of water actions from the Trump Administration benefiting 
the western United States, including: 

• Issuing a Presidential Memorandum on Promoting the Reliable Supply and Delivery of 
Water in the West on Oct. 19, 2018; 

• Issuing a Presidential Memorandum on Developing and Delivering More Water Supplies 
in California while visiting Bakersfield, California, on Feb. 19, 2020; and 

• Issuing an Executive Order on Modernizing America’s Water Resource Management 
and Water Infrastructure, creating an interagency Water Subcabinet that will coordinate 
and streamline the Federal government’s actions on water on Oct. 13, 2020. 

In California, even as the population has nearly doubled, there has not been any major federal 
water storage infrastructure built since 1979. However, Reclamation made huge strides under 
the Trump Administration to move federal water storage projects forward from Northern 
California to the San Joaquin Valley. 

A raise at Shasta Dam has been studied since the 1980s. Today, Reclamation is looking to add 
630,000 additional acre-feet of water storage at the head of California’s water system with a 
modest 18½-foot raise of Shasta Dam. Reclamation shared a Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement with the public in August 2020, and in November 2020 
finalized the Supplemental EIS. Despite previously approving $20 million, Democratic leaders in 
Congress blocked $115 million in additional requested funding for this project, one of the 
smartest and most cost-effective opportunities California has to create additional water storage. 

In the rural counties of Glenn and Colusa in northern California, Reclamation is working with the 
Sites Project Authority to investigate the new off-stream Sites Reservoir that could take 
advantage of excess stormwater flows in the Sacramento River to store for later release when 
needed. This legislation provides an additional $13.7 million on top of the $8.3 million already 
invested in the multi-beneficial project, and this month, Reclamation delivered a report to 
Congress showing that this innovative project is feasible. 

In the Sacramento area, Reclamation is working with Regional Water Authority on an untapped 
regional asset—the development of a Sacramento Regional Water Bank. The water bank is 
an innovative groundwater storage proposal that would improve regional water supply reliability 
in the near term and into the future. This legislation provides $870,000 to further development of 
this project. 
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In the Bay Area, Reclamation is partnering with Contra Costa Water District to pursue the Los 
Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion project, which would increase water storage capacity in an 
existing footprint from 160,000 acre-feet to 275,000 acre-feet and add new conveyance 
facilities. This legislation invests an additional $11.95 million on top of the previously approved 
$2.16 million in federal funds. Reclamation finalized the Supplemental EIS for the project in 
February 2020 and delivered the final feasibility report to Congress in August 2020. 

President Trump visited Bakersfield in early 2020 and said repairing capacity loss in the Friant-
Kern Canal is a top priority, and Reclamation has delivered. Previous WIIN Act funding of $4.55 
million contributed to the November 2020 greenlighting of the repair of a 33-mile stretch of the 
canal that has lost over half of its original capacity to convey water due to subsidence—a 
sinking of the earth from groundwater extraction. Reclamation also delivered the final feasibility 
report for the project to Congress in July 2020. The federal commitment in this legislation of 
$206 million will allow construction to begin in early 2021. 

Similar to the Friant-Kern Canal, the 117-mile-long Delta-Mendota Canal has lost 10% of water 
conveyance capacity due to subsidence resulting in reductions to San Luis Reservoir storage. 
Reclamation completed a study in October 2020 to examine the restoration of more than 70 
miles of the Delta-Mendota Canal and upgrade many canal crossings. The additional $3 million 
of funding in this legislation will further the project. 

Reclamation made major strides towards finalizing the Del Puerto Canyon Reservoir proposed 
project, which would create a new, off-stream 82,000-acre-foot reservoir to provide water to the 
service areas of Del Puerto Water District and San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water 
Authority. WIIN Act funding of $3 million, including $1.5 million in this legislation, has been 
provided to continue federal work on the proposal. The reservoir would be locally owned and 
managed; water supplies would be conveyed to and from the Delta-Mendota Canal. 

Consistent with the president’s memorandum regarding water delivery in the West, the 
Columbia–Pacific Northwest Region and its partners have taken steps to advance two projects 
in the Boise River system and the Yakima basin. 

The Boise River Basin Feasibility Study focuses on a six-foot raise of Anderson Ranch Dam 
in Idaho to result in approximately 29,000 acre-feet of new storage space. Federal funding of 
$2.5 million was previously provided, and in December 2020 the study was found feasible and 
Reclamation transmitted the Final Feasibility Report to Congress. 

The State of Idaho, through the Idaho Water Resource Board, has been seeking new water 
storage opportunities to meet existing and future demand and is the non-federal cost-share 
partner in this effort. This legislation provides $12.88 million to finalize studies and initiate 
construction activities. Environmental studies are expected to be finalized in summer 2021 so 
construction can begin before the end of 2021. 

The Cle Elum Reservoir Pool Raise project, which is first significant new storage in the 
Yakima basin since Cle Elum Dam was built in 1933, is actively under construction in 
Washington State. In 2015 Reclamation and the Washington Department of Ecology began 
construction on the project to increase the reservoir’s capacity by 14,600 acre-feet for instream 
flows for fish and to improve aquatic resources for fish habitat, rearing, and migration. To date, 
Reclamation has used $6 million in WIIN Act funding and this legislation provides the final $3 
million in federal dollars to finish construction. 



Background 

Signed into law in 2016, the bipartisan WIIN Act, championed by Leader Kevin McCarthy, 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, and Congressman Devin Nunes created a process by which water 
infrastructure projects can be authorized by Congress and provided federal funds of up to 50% 
of total project costs. 

Reclamation has focused efforts on finalizing feasibility studies for additional storage in the 
West, some of which have been awaiting completion for over 15 years. 

# # # 

The Bureau of Reclamation is a federal agency under the U.S. Department of the Interior and is the nation's largest 
wholesale water supplier and second largest producer of hydroelectric power. Our facilities also provide substantial 
flood control, recreation opportunities, and environmental benefits. Visit our website at https://www.usbr.gov and 
follow us on Twitter @USBR; Facebook @bureau.of.reclamation; LinkedIn @Bureau of Reclamation; Instagram 
@bureau_of_reclamation; and YouTube @reclamation. 
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