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D ear Secretary L aird:

O n behalf o f C ontra C osta W ater D istrict (C C W D ), I am  w riting to continue our

dialogue regarding the B ay-D elta C onservation Plan (B D C P) and to alert you that the

prelim inary operational studies prepared for the B D C P reveal serious adverse effects

to D elta drinking w ater quality for C C W D  and its custom ers. T his conclusion is

based on the underlying data describing potential B D C P operations. W hile w e

acknow ledge that reducing the proposed facility intake capacity represents a change

from  the previous direction, w e w ould like to em phasize that the im pacts on C C W D 's

w ater quality are the result o f operations assum ptions rather than capacity size, and

w e have yet to see a com m itm ent to change in that critical area.

In fact, the B D C P 's prelim inary operations studies indicate that w ater quality im pacts

have been understated, and w ill be m uch greater than the studies have

acknow ledged-to the point w here the im pacts w ould be devastating to C C W D 's

D elta operations. C C W D 's $850 m illion investm ent in the L os V aqueros R eservoir

and other projects to im prove the quality and reliability o f C C W D 's w ater supplies,

along w ith the im provem ents those projects have created for the D elta environm ent,

w ould be significantly negated by the B D C P. C C W D  fully supports the co-equal

goals as evidenced by our past significant investm ents in w ater supply and quality

projects that provided net benefits to the D elta ecosystem . H ow ever, based on

B D C P 's ow n analysis, the B D C P 's advancem ent tow ard achieving its ow n goals

w ould be at the peril o f C C W D 's already com pleted progress.

W e bring this issue to your agency's attention at this tim e because w e understand that

release ofthe B D C P envirom nental docum ents is planned to occur shortly, w ith little

change from  the prelim inary studies referred to above. W e ask, instead, that the

R esources A gency direct that D elta w ater quality be fully analyzed, and that the
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im pacts to C C W D  and its custom ers be evaluated and fully disclosed. Further, w e

ask that the draft E nvironm ental Im pact R eport/E nvironm ental Im pact Statem ent

(draft E IR /E IS) for the B D C P include concrete, enforceable m itigation m easures that

ensure im pacts to C C W D  do not occur. U ntil this w ork has been com pleted, release

of the draft EIR IEIS w ill be prem ature.

C C W D  recently com pleted the expansion of the L os V aqueros R eservoir from

100,000 acre-feet to 160,000 acre-feet. In 2010, C C W D  added a screened intake on

V ictoria C anal to im prove the quality of w ater delivered to its custom ers. In the past

tw o decades, C C W D  has com pleted eight projects in the D elta, valued at over $850

m illion. C C W D  com pleted these projects in collaboration w ith other agencies,

including the D epartm ent of W ater R esources and the U .S. B ureau of R eclam ation.

C C W D  has been able to com plete these projects by designing operations to avoid

redirecting im pacts to other entities, w orking closely w ith the D epartm ent of Fish and

G am e, the U .S. Fish and W ildlife Service and N O A A  Fisheries, and by ensuring that

each of these projects provided net benefits to the D elta environm ent. A chieving "co-

equal goals" has been a C C W D  B oard policy for C C W D  projects affecting the D elta

since the original Los V aqueros Project planning w as started in the 1980's. A voiding

redirected im pacts, and providing net benefits to the D elta, have been instrum ental in

C C W D 's success in com pleting these D elta projects. T he B D C P should be directed

to adopt this sam e approach.

The m ost current B D C P  analyses show  the B D C P  w ill degrade D elta w ater quality

in a m anner that w ill be devastating to C C W D  and its custom ers.

C C W D  recently received from  the D epartm ent of W ater R esources detailed w ater

supply and w ater quality analyses on each of the draft B D C P alternatives. T he w ater

quality analyses of B D C P operations rem ain incom plete as they are lim ited largely to

salinity effects caused by new  conveyance and they fail to analyze adequately the

w ater quality im pacts due to the tens of thousands of acres of habitat restoration that

is also part of the B D C P. N onetheless, the B D C P studies perform ed to date indicate

w ater quality in the D elta w ould be degraded to levels that obstruct C C W D  from

filling L os V aqueros R eservoir and w ould elim inate nearly all of the benefits of .

C C W D 's investm ents over the past decade in its new  intake and the recent reservoir

expansion. Furtherm ore, it is likely that after fully accounting for the im pacts of

habitat restoration, the w ater quality im pacts to C C W D  w ill be even m ore severe.

T hese im pacts are the direct result of the proposed operations of the B D C P and no

other causes. T he B D C P studies show  salinity increases directly attributable to

decreased outflow  from  the D elta and stagnation of w ater in the south D elta, w hich

allow s agricultural w astes to build up. T he B D C P m ust find· w ays to m eet its goals

w hile avoiding such im pacts to C C W D  and other D elta w ater users. If im pacts

cannot be avoided, they m ust be fully m itigated.
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The B D C P  prelim inary draft E IR /E IS fails to disclose, discuss or propose

m itigation for these im pacts to C C W D .

T hese im pacts to C C W D  are not fully revealed in the prelim inary draft EIR /EIS, nor

are any m itigation m easures proposed that w ould reduce im pacts to C C W D . W hile

the analytical tools used w ere designed to calculate im pacts to C C W D , and the results

clearly show  them , the prelim inary draft E IR /E IS does not disclose at all the extent of

these im pacts to C C W D  operations and Los V aqueros R eservoir w ater reliability and

w ater quality. G iven that these im pacts on C C W D 's system , operations and

custom ers are so large, there is no reasonable explanation for the failure to disclose

the im pacts in the draft E IR /E IS or to identify m itigation for these im pacts.

A t this point, the B D C P prelim inary studies clearly indicate that the B D C P operations

(under any alternative) w ould cause im pacts to C C W D  that are significant and

unacceptable. T hese im pacts w ill likely be greater once im pacts from  habitat

restoration have been com pletely analyzed. T he B D C P is currently re-evaluating the

operations that w ill be included in the next draft of the E IS/E IR , but those operations

are in the range of alternatives already analyzed that show  these serious im pacts.

Y ou now  have the opportunity to direct the B D C P to m ake the necessary corrections,

fully disclose im pacts to C C W D  and provide full m itigation for those im pacts.

C C W D  urges you to redirect the B D C P efforts to design a plan that 1) avoids im pacts

w here possible, 2) m itigates all im pacts that cannot be avoided, and 3) fully discloses

the policies, operations, im pacts and m itigation of the B D C P prior to releasing the

draft E IR /E IS.

If you have any questions, I w ould be happy to discuss this w ith you further.

S i n c e r e l y ~ - - - - . . .

cc: Secretary K en Salazar

A cting Secretary R ebecca B lank

Senator D ianne Feinstein

Senator B arbara B oxer

R ep. G eorge M iller

R ep. John G aram endi
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cc: (continued)

R ep. Jerry M cN erney

R ep. M ike T hom pson

R ep. G race N apolitano

State Senator M ark D eSaulnier

State Senator L ois W olk

State Senator Fran Pavley

A ssem blym em ber Susan B onilla

A ssem blym em ber Joan B uchanan

A ssem blym em ber Jared H uffm an

D r. Jerry M eral (N atural R esources A gency)

D eputy Secretary D avid H ayes (D O l)

D irector M ark C ow in (D W R )

R egional D irector D onald G laser (U SB R )

Federico B arajas (U SB R )

D ale H offm an-Floerke (D W R )


