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M ay 15, 2008

Julia R. B ueren, D ire cto r

D eputy D irectors

R. M itch Avalon · Brian M . Balbas

Stephen Kow alew ski · P atricia M cN am ee

M rs. D elores B row n, C hief, O ffice o f E nvironm ental C om pliance

D epartm ent o f W ater R esources

P.O . B ox 942836

S acram ento, CA 94236

D ear M rs. B row n

RE: R esponse to the N otice o f P reparation

for E IR  &  EIS for the Bay D elta C onservation Plan

W e are w riting in response to the N otice o f P reparation (N O P) for the E nvironm ental

Im pact R eport and E nvironm ental Im pact S tatem ent (E IR  &  E IS ) for the B ay D elta

C onservation Plan (BD C P) dated M arch 17, 2008. T hank you for the opportunity to

provide com m ents on this critical docum ent.

The C ontra C osta C ounty P ublic W orks D epartm ent (P W D ) strongly supports the efforts

to balance the needs for a reliable w ater supply and a sustainable D elta ecosystem .

H ow ever, w e a re  particularly concerned that any w ater conveyance system  . that

bypasses the D elta m ay have significant adverse im pacts on C ontra C osta C ounty

(C C C ), as w ell as the dow nstream  portions o f the D elta (and the B ays). ·

This letter w ill highlight our concerns w ith regards to the possible im pacts to health and

safety o f the residents, property, and natural system s in CCC, as w ell as com pliance

w ith our N ational P ollution D ischarge E lim ination S ystem  (N PD ES) P erm it and the

C ounty's Floodplain M anagem ent P rogram . W e r e q u e ~ t  that these issues be addressed

in the E IR  &  EIS.

D ecreased  W a te r Q u ality in R eceivin g  W aters:

The proposed "re-plum bing" o f the D elta w ill likely result in S acram ento R iver w ater

being diverted, w ith less w ater reaching the w estern portion o f the D elta, and a

reduced am ount o f S acram ento R iver w ater passing through CCC (at least during non-

storm  events). This w ill increase the proportional contribution o f the San Joaquin

R iver's w ater to the w estern· D elta (relative to S acram ento R iver w ater). S ince the

S acram ento R iver generally has a higher w ater quality (i.e. low er pollutant levels) than

the San Joaquin R iver, the quality o f w ater passing through the D elta and into San_

P ablo Bay (C C C 's receiving w aters) w ill be low er and w ill contain higher levels o f

pollutants.·
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A  reduction in the quality of w ater entering the w estern D elta w ill m ost likely affect the

C ounty's NPDES perm it and Total M axim um  D aily Load (TM D L) requirem ents by

resulting in increased w ater quality standards for w ater discharged from  CCC's creeks

and storm  drain ·

system s to the receiving w aters of the D elta and San Pablo Bay. The PW D  requests

that the EIS &  EIR  exam ine the relationships betw een flow s into the w estern portion of

the D elta and ·potential effects on w ater quality (and subsequent regulatory

im plications) w hen analyzing any alternatives involving bypassing/diverting flow s from

the S acram ento R iver to south D elta pum ping facilities or otherw ise m odifying the

. D elta's flow  regim es.

D ecreased flow s and w ater quality m ay also have adverse affects on the econom y of

the D elta's com m unities, w hich are highly dependent on the quality of w ater in the

D elta. A griculture, recreational boating, recreational · and com m ercial fishing, and

industrial w ater needs w ould all be negatively affected by a decrease in w ater quality in

the D elta. In addition, the value of m any private properties and residential

· com m unities located throughout the D elta w ill likely- be adversely affected by a

decrease in flow  and w ater quality. A lthough CEQ A and NEPA do not require specific

econom ic analysis, CEQ A does require an analysis of housing im pacts. The EIR  &  EIS

should analyze the potential effects of large-scale w ater diversions on agricultural,

recreational, residential, industrial, and other business uses w ithin the w estern portion

of the D elta.

D ecrease Flow s and R esu ltan t In crease in S ed im en t D eposits:

As m entioned above, ·one result of re-plum bing the D elta w ill be decreasing dry w eather

flow s. This, in turn, w ill result in an increase in the deposition of sedim ent. This

increased sedim ent deposition w ill have m any significant negative im pacts, including

increased costs to m aintain shipping channels, increased costs to m aintain private and

·public m arinas, and increased safety risk to boaters due to additional subm erged

deposits and exposed sand bars.

A lthough it is unlikely that flow s associated w ith large storm  events w ould be

significantly affected by the re-plum bing of the D elta, the increased flow s caused . by

these events w ill be im peded by accum ulated sedim ent, and w ould require an increase

in hydraulic head to flush through the D elta system  and out to San Pablo Bay. This

w ould increase the depth (height) of flood w aters and w ill exacerbate pressure on flood

control facilities and levee system s, resulting in increased probability o f failure of levees

and flood control system s, hereby increasing risks to both lives and properties. Iri

addition, as a result any increase in flood w ater heights, Special Flood H azard Areas

(SFH As), as m apped by the Federal E m ergency M anagem ent Agency (FEM A), w ill. likely

expand. This w ill add additional properties to the. SFH As, w hich w ill increase costs to

property ow ners for com pliance w ith local floodplain regulations including the

requirem ent for m andatory purchase of flood insurance. The PW D requests that the

EIR  &  EIS carefully analyze the potential im pacts that any proposed w ater conveyance
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bypass system  or conveyance m odifications w ill have upon sedim ent accum ulation in

the w estern D elta, and the im pacts that the additional sedim ent w ill have upon shipping

routes, recreational uses, hydrologic characteristics, public services, flood hazards, and

the potential for levee and other ,flood control structural failures.

D ecrease in Flow s and R esulting In crease in S alt W ater In tru sio n :

D ue to the decrease in S acram ento R iver (and overall) flow s, salt w ater from  San

Francisco Bay w ill likely encroach further up-stream  into the D elta. M ore extensive salt

w ater intrusion w ill severely im pact residents, farm ers, and other businesses dependent

on local D elta sources for their w ater supply. Increased salinity w ill also have

significant detrim ental effects on the aquatic life currently supported by the D elta, and

w ill m ost likely result in decreases in populations of already threatened aquatic species

and m ay result in an increase in non-native invasive species. T he likelihood of increased

salt w ater intrusion into the D elta needs to be analyzed and m itigated.

In addition to these com m ents, please also refer to the M arch 24th, 2008 letter from  the

C ontra C osta C ounty W ater A gency to the Federal agencies regarding the N O I for the

BDCP. This letter provides additional com m ents relative to this project and the N O P.

Thank you again for the opportunity to com m ent on this NO P for the Bay and D elta

C onservation Plan EIR  &  EIS. W e strongly believe that the above discussed issues

should be addressed in the EIR ' &  EIS plan. If you have questions w ith regards to this

letter feel free to contact R ich Lierly, our Floodplain and W atershed M anager at (925)

313-2348 or em ail at rlier@ pw .cccounty.us. ·

Julia R. Bueren
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